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monwealth was a plutociacy. The free forms of the constitution were themselves the instruments of corruption The rich were happy in the possession of all that they could desire The multitude was kept quiet by the morsels of meat which were flung to it when it threatened to be troublesome The seven thousand in Israel, the few who in all states and in all times remain pure in the midst of evil, looked on with disgust, fearing that any remedy which they might try might be worse than the disease All orders in a society may be wise and virtuous, but all cannot be rich. Wealth which is used only for idle luxury is always envied, and envy soon curdles into hate It is easy to peisuade the masses that the good things of this world are unjustly divided, especially when it happens to be the exact truth. It is not easy to set limits to an agitation once set on foot, however justly it may have been provoked, when the cry foi change is at once stimulated by interest and can disguise its real character under the passionate language of patriotism. But it was not to be expected that men7)f noble natures, young men especially whose enthusiasm had not been cooled by experience, would sit calmly by while then country was going thus headlong to perdition Redemption, if redemption was to be hoped for, could come only fioin free citizens in the country districts whose manners and whose minds were still uncoutaminated, in whom the ancient habits of life still survived, who still believed in the gods, who were contented to follow the wholesome lound of honest laboi. The numbers of such citizens were fast dwindling away before the omnivorous appetite of the rich for territorial aggrandizement To rescue the land from the monopolists,